Of the Cor rations of En landgis Reference to the Pedler's, 4 
4 Repreſented and bambly. 0 ered to the Confideration of role 


NGLAND producing Saple-Commoditics, the molt uſcful and imgaradic inthe World, hath by a vaſt Trat 

of Thnedevelv £9Y to Gy Metnckct Trade ant Ong, ich have produced our Riches and Seeenggh, 
and are our ancient Walls of Braſs : And whatſoever to diyert our Care from this high Concern, is © 

ws ( Exg/iſtmen) unnatural ; and tends alſo to ſubvert us from our molt important Intereſt and Safety. 

he foundation of our Foreign T aro ny Oh ang mentary which according to its 

Management gives value to all our Engli Saples, from which our Merchants derive the firſt and beſt parr of their 
i whilſt all irregular Trade (like other Profcfſions) in the Iffuc, muſt and will be fatal. 


How e a part of this Kin the Corporations have anciently been accounted, is moſt eyident, b 
=> te of Mabe them in the Honourable of Coins « 6b is Recorded inte fevond 
Phillip undj= 


were 
thcic Pcople, Bread up their Youth in good Order, and liv'd Laudibly 
ment on all Occaſions : And this it was = 7 great valuc toallthe Native-Commoditics, Houſcs, Lands and 
Farms ad; ngdom. 
But face the holGle-Pedlers, with Horſe and Foot, have (o — led upon the tooſlender 
at a di 


aily Pcti- 
ls, to the. Honourable * of Commoas, and to the ſeveral Worthy 
and alſo to ſome of the Noble Lords, arc forrowful an 


For what have the i } what they ha how 

ve brought 
x td + Whole Tra wit he erorfh hoy voy ar aken rom 
wandering Srcnger woor three whole County Conſc- 
decay and ruino{themſclyes and Families. Er 


further 


Therefore it beidfnoe conſiſtent with the Solemn Atts of the H Houſe of Commons, 
the For 544 Bi; a New Billtoprevent the Decay of Trade in Corporations and Macket- 


to Amend 


Towns, is umbly Preſented. A Breviate whereof doth follow: wiz. 


3 more, be i Saad fy p 
ts Sole 
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(2) 
Ofender, if any be. If any Perfon be ſued at Law for executing or doing any thing jurſuant to the Powers contained in this 
Mii, benny = the general Iſſne, and give the ſpecial Matter in Evidence; and if the PLintiff be Non ſuited, or a Verditt 
paſs for the Defendant, or if the Plantiff diſcontinues hu or her Acton, or if ugon Demurrer Judgment be groen for the 
Defendant, ſuch Detendam ſhal{ have treble Cofts. 

Provided, This Att ſhall not hinder any Perſons refding in England, &c. who are the real Makers of any Goeds or W ares 
from ſelling and expoſing to Sale ary of the ſaid Goods of their own making, v; any Market-Days, in the ogen Market: of 
ell Cities, Corporations, and other Market-1 owns whatſoever ta «s free, large, and amjte manner, as he or they have, or 
Limfully -mght have done before thu AR. 

Adlo the rel iVorkers and M thers of any Goods and Wares whatſoever. may at any time Sell ard expoſe te Sale any of the 
Said Goods or Wes of their own making, to any Perſon or Perſons whatſoever, inhabiting in ſach City, 1own, or Place whtre 
ho np pr wah dwell, or within miles of the ſame, «s freely and lawfully, as they have or might have done before the 
mg 07 thu At, 

An Fhaphorpers or other Perſons dealing by Fetail, all after the [uid 24th of June keep, or _ to be ket, any other 
Shop or $9995, but at the ſ1me Citv, Town, or P{ice of their abode, for arid during the conmmeance of tha Att, 

Any Tinkers, or other Perſons, uſually emptoyed in mending Kettles, or any other Houfta/d-Goos, may as lawfully carry 
abr Mnrorjile, and perform the ſame a before thi Att. 

Suro Po Vos as hace been Doalers for ſeven years lit paſt, mv ( giving in Security to the Pariſt, as ly Law required) 
ſettle the »:(-tver 11 any Market-Towns, Villages, or Hamblets (but 1:0t in Catzes or Towns Corporate ) arid enjoy the ſame Pri« 
— of Irade, as theſe that have ſerved Apprenticeſhips iu the ſaid Plates reſpetively. 

& and Earthcn- Wares may be ſoid by any Perſons, provided it be not in the Cities of London or Weſtminſter, or the 
Suburbs thereof, nor in any other City, Barrough, or Corporation whatſoever. 

Thus At doth not prohibit any Perſons from ſelling any AQts of Parliament, Forms of Prayer, Proclamations, Gazets, 
or other publuk Pa ers I tcens'd Ly ether of Their Majcttics Principal Secrerarics of State. 

No Pedler to be Punifted by any other Act for the ſame Offence that he tall be puniſhed for ty thu. 

If any Conflit le or ether Officer, ſtall on due Notice, refuſe or negleit to aſfitin the execution of thu AR, and being there- 
of Convitted by the Oxth of one or more Witeſſes, before any Jujtice of the ſame County ( who u Authoriſed and required to 
h ar mnd determine the ſame ) ſhall Forfeit for every ſuch Offence 42> 5. to be levied on hu Goods, and divided as before diretled. 

If ny Perſons think themſetves Agrieved by the determination of any Juſtice of the Peare, they may Ajpeal to the nxt 
G neral Quarter Setſhons, the determination of whach Juſtices ſhall be Final andC oncluſve to ail Parties. 

Thus At is to continue for ſeven Tears, and from thence to the end of the next Sctloas of Parliament, end no &nger. 


OBJECTIONS againſt ths BILL Anſzerd. 


fe E Obxcions of ſeveral Towns, with ſome others, were all anſwered inthe Pedler's Caſe, ſtated &c. in April, 
1690. as by the ſame doth more at large appearz and now further and more particularly, vz 

Obj. Why bowld a Pedler, or any Perſon be hindred to wander about, and Trade, and get «« much Money « he can ? 

Arſ. T he molt part are Scots : After they have got what they can in England, away they carry it to Scordand. 

des, are there not Regulations by Law in other Profeihons, viz. Of Law, Phyck, and Divinity ; as well as in 
Trade, to keep Men within due Bounds? And what Reaton is there, for a Man that is Honeſt and Diligent, 
can as well as others, pet a Living good enough at hoin:, to wander abroad, and cither deſtroy others, or torce 
them to become Ped/er;. It Retailcrs were permitted to keep Shops in feveral p:aces, or ro keep ſeveral Markers, they 
might {o place themſelves, asto do the ſame Milchicts, that now Pedlers do tothe Puviick. 

Oby. Some Perſons of Quality account it 4 Convenience to have Goods and Wares brovght to their Houſes, and believe they 
buy them cheaper, and thereby ſave the Trouble, 8c. of going or ſending their Servants to the Market ; where alſo they think 
the Shot krepers would Exatt u; on them. 

Anſ. Pleaſe to Conſider, That in ſome Goods the moſt known,the Pedlers ule to {ell Cheap, that fo they may over- 
reach in others, which they cannot be found out in. For they uſually ſell defeftive Goods, and one fort of Linnen 
for another ; and that by the yard, which Drapers (cll by the cll ; beſides, cheir yardsarc often ſhort. They of the 
lame Walk olten meet and combine together, and underſtand one another by Marks and Signs, which they leave 
at the Houſes where they have been ; and have a private Trade, and carry on Intrigues with Servants, which their 
Maſters and Ladies know not of, nor conſider the hazard they run, in permitting ſuch Perſons ro come to their Houſes, 
of which ſome ſad Examples have been diſcovered. Beſides, there will be occaſion ſometimes to go or ſ{cnd to the 
Market, which is as uſeful to the Countrey, as the Exchange is to the City; tor by Converle there, all new Im- 
provements of Land or Trade, arc communicated, Fricndihip begun, continucd and renewed, and mutual Socicty 
and Bulinels thereby produced, tothe Comfort and Benefit of all : And what more Adorns any part of a Countrey, 
than to (ce in it a full Market of Buyers and Scllers; but eſpecially to ſee there Perſons of Quality, Fine Ladies and 
Children; thoſe thereby become great Benefaftors ; though ir be bur to rake the Air,yet they draw others by cheir 
Example. to the great D light of the Inhabirants and Beholders, and conſcquently to the Improvement of ther own 
Eſtates adjacent. In every Market-Town there are ſo many Shopkeepers (and if this Bill paſs, there will be more) 
who, ontrial will be found, to ſtrive ſo much to under-ſell each other, eſpecially to any Gentleman that yay well, 
that there will beno ſear of being exatted on : though they are by ſome ſulpeed to combine in ſome Commodities, 
becauſe they all ict] them fo near the firli Ciolt, that none can (-1] them lower, without loſs, ſuch as Fuit, Soap, 
Cand Oc. 

Obi. That if thi Bull prfs, then London wld moor Vice the Trove 'f thy Kingdom. p 

Anſ. Irs the Policy of ſome Perſons to uſe ſuch Arguments, as tt. + knowar: not rus, becauſe thy fancy they 
they will be belicy'd, to the prejudice of the Bill : For it's molt cv idcn, the greateſt Traders in thq&ity, concern 
themſelves leaft for it ; and other Wholclale-T raders are generally more concent'd tor the ſenfib Fenay. of their 

pondens 


T 


(3) LETT 
Correſpondents in the Corporations and Towns in the Countrey, 

den, they are very much concern'd 3 and if che Bill do not 
Familicsz and ſome now already being under a D 
and Trade. But above all, it's the 
the paſfing of this Bill: And ſhould London 


bur ' 4 
have left thei 


where there are (o vaſt a number of Traders of all forts, fo ic is to be hop:d both London, and the: 


Cities ations, are more worthy to enjoy the Reſtauration of a T rade, than the Ped/ers ro monopolize i 
and will better ack now 


Anſ. There may be about Ten Linnen-Dra ers in Lendon, that are much concern'd with the Pedlers, and thoſc are 
more too than perhaps will appear in their Favour, becauſe they know the T rade is ſo very prejudicial tothe Publick, 
as the generality of the ſaid Linnen-Drapers have Repreſented in their Petition againſt the Ped/ers, ro the Honourable 
Houſe of Commons. And tor the City of Coventry, they have allo Perition'd for the Bill, and ſome Pcrſons there, 
who have Sign'd the Petition, do uſc thatT rade thermielves: And to ipeak I'ruth, moſt Pedlers themſelves, of any 
tolerable Senle or good Nature are aſham'd of the Miſchiefs done by them, and defire that all ſhould be reſtrained. 

Obj. That the 4 u clogg'd, viz. With too many ſorts of Gods, or Trades, mentioned in it, ſomething they would have 
done, but not 

Anſ The Laws againſt Pedlers have excepted none of thoſe T radcs,and if any Trade ought to be at liberty, 
then why nut Þther; and if anv ought to be reſtrained, why not all» Every particular Shopkecper of any of thoſe 


Trades needs and intreats for the lame redrefs, and has an cqualright to it, thereby to prevent his Ruin by the loſs 
of his Trade, and by the Charge he bears. 


Obj. What muſt all the Pedlars do, and how be imp loy d ? 


Anfw. Thole that arc deſirous may continue to deal in the ſame Goods (till, and fcrile themſelves in the Market- 
Towns and Villages, if they dwell not already in ſuch Places, otherwile there is occaſion for Farmers and Husband- 
men, and alſofor the Service of Their Majeſtics in the \WVar,both for Sca and Land. In all whicb, theſe Men may be- 
come very ulcful, tro improve, or defend, and not to deſtroy the Publick. 

When the Proclamation ot the late King James, touching an lllegal Patent for liberty to Pedlers, firſt came - 
being read at the Coftce-Houſe, there was preſcut one of that King's Commiſſioners ; who to palliate the ſame, 
the pany (who he (aw were ſtartled at it) Thatit was the King's Grace and Favour to take care of thoſe Men that 
had no Houles : For, ſays he, thoſe that have Houſes have taken care for themſclves : And thoſe that have no Hou- 
oy another Gent. will have none, for fear they ſhould then beoblig'd rotake any care for the King. 

in this Reign too, the lean Kine are permitted to devour the fat ones, what a Famine of all order, publick Im- 
provememts, and Scrviccs to the Government, is like to follow, needs no Prophet to fore<eell. | 

If in this Cafe Mcn will not ſee with their own Eycs, and deny themſelvesof a ſeeming, and very ſmall private In- 
tereſt, for a vcry certain, great, and publick Good z they will perhaps ſuffer themſclves to be harangu'd and argu'd 


into a bad Opinion of the greateſt Charity ; and become perſwadcd to permit the higheſt Oppretſion and Injuſti 
and that to thoſe very Perſons whom they themſclyes do repreſent. ! 


But if after all the cleare/} Demonſtration of the Neceſſity and Publick Ad vantage of an AA for thus explaining and 
reinforcing our frm:r Laws. And if after all the Pains that bath b:en taten to Adjuſt the humble De- 
fires of the Corporations, with the Grave Judgments of this Honourable Houle, by ſeveral of the Wor- 
thy Members thereof, and thoſe that h.rve Attended them, thu Bill ſhould be loft or rendered ineffeaal, 


I. Then the PeJlers, bcing now grown high and too ſtrong for the preſent Laws, will become morei and 
without fcar, ever to be reſtrained : And thus the Legal, Settled, Traders, being quite diſcouraged, will grow tame and 
—_ . ny _- anticipate their own Decay and Ruin, by dcſpairing all Help or Redrefs, aker ſo long Ap» 
plication a nia!. 


IL. Then Unlawful Praftices, Pernicious Books, Plots and Deceits of all kinds, bothto Their Majeſties,and Their 
Cubjects, will be incouraged, and the diſcovery of them prevented, and the Pedlers (as now t in to do) will 


monopolize the chict Trad:, and Money throughout the Kingdom. Thus all Legal and fair 
couraged, and all Charity and good Neighbourhood [una by a ſtrangeneſs andi 4 wh 
bour with another, and all intcrcourle of Trade and Dealings will be loſt, and carried away by _ a- 
gran's. Isit reaſonablero think, that the Citics, Corporations, and Towns, can continue to buy cake off the 
Goods of the Neighbouring Farms, &c. and receive back no Adyantage by Trade from them 2 Or rather, that the 
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rhe Corporations, Market-Towns ; "and are to be had gratis, at the Hoaſe of Richard roy 
is Biſhoplgare-Strect, ear Cornhil. . 


